SIGNS AND SYMBOLS


English is called an alphabetic language because it is based on letters representing individual sounds. It includes however many symbols. What would our texts look like without the symbols of punctuation, the periods, commas, quotation marks? At times we must refer to these symbols by name.

- @resses - 

When saying an "@ress" the periods are usually called dots and the @-sign is referred to as "at". 

<my.name@here.com> is read: my dot name at here dot com. 

In many cases each letter is pronounced separately: m, y, dot n, a, m, e at h, ...

"@ress" is pronounced at'ress to denote an email and to differentiate it from a street address. One need not say "email" before @ress because @ress means "email address".

- Brackets and Such - 

The curved vertical lines, ( and ), are called parenthesis in AmE and brackets in BrE.

When straight with hooks at both ends, [ and ], they are called brackets in AmE and square brackets in BrE.

If the lines wiggle as though they're dancing, { and }, call them braces.

The left and right angle brackets, < and >, are also known as the less-than sign (<) and the 

more-than sign (>); 6 > 2 and 2 < 6. 

- Symbol List - 

@ 
= at 

. 
= period (in sentences) or dot (in @resses) 

~ 
= tilde 

- 
= hyphen 

_ 
= _underscore 

* 
= asterisk 

& 
= ampersand 

/ 
= slash 

\ 
= backslash 

# 
= pound (key) when using a phone. Also know as hash (symbol), number (sign), octothorpe, tictactoe, cross-hatch and square. 

| 
= pipe 

: 
= colon 

; 
= semicolon 

() 
= (AmE: parenthesis, BrE: brackets) 

[] 
= [AmE: brackets, BrE: square brackets] 

{} 
= {braces} 

<> 
= <angle brackets> 

:-) 
= smilie

